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Positions on Educating ELLs

ÅEvery student should have equitable and optimal 
opportunities to lean mathematics free from biasɂ
intentional or unintentionalɀbased on race, gender, 
socioeconomic status or language. In order to close the 
achievement gap, all students need the opportunity to learn 
challenging mathematics from a well-qualified teacher who 
will make connections to the background, needs and 
cultures of all learners. (NCTM, 2005)

ÅAll pre-K-12 educators need to understand the importance of 
native language support in achieving academic success and 
the socioeconomic issues English language learners face 
when dealing with the demands of mainstream education. 
(TESOL [Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages], 2003)



The Languages of English Learners

ÅThere are approximately 4.5 million ELLs enrolled in public schools 
in the United States (National Clearinghouse for English Language 
Acquisition).



Early framework for teaching ELLs
ÅȰ! ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÅȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ÌÁÇ ÉÎ ÍÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÅØÉÓÔÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ 
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ɉ%,,ȭÓɊ ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÏÎ-ELL 
peers, based on empirical evidence from national assessments in the USA 
ɉ.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ ɍ.#%3Ɏ ΤΡΣΡȟ ΤΡΣΣÂɊȢȱ

ÅK. Ross, 2013

ÅResearch has shown that the majority of ELL students need about two years to 
develop peer-appropriate conversational skills (basic interpersonal 
communication skills ɀBICS ) and five to seven years for academic language skills 
(cognitive academic language proficiency ɀCALP) (Cummins, 1984)

Å4Ï ÇÁÉÎ #!,0ȟ %,,ȭÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÍÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ 
content-specific vocabulary and symbols used in correct context. As we know, 
many of the vocabulary terms have different everyday meaning ɀlegs, 
expression, mean; or dual meaning ɀsquare (as in exponentiation and geometric 
figure).

ÅOh! This last research point sounds just like what happens in my 
ȰÒÅÇÕÌÁÒȱ ÍÁÔÈ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȢ


